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During Operation Protective Edge, many in Israel stressed the advantages 

 !"# $%&'%(&#)%*+')%,  '-!./%0,),(%&'%+#&,!.%1'.&+' %'*%&2#%3,4,%5&+!6%*'+%

&2#%67+6'(#%'*%#.*'+1!./%1, )%!.%&2#%,+#,8%92!(%1'.:+),&!'.%'*%0,),(;%

2' <%'.%&2#%5&+!6%,1&7,  $%=, !<,&#<%&2#%(6 !&%!.%&2#%>, #(&!.!,.%,+#.,8%?&%&2#%

same time, the longer the campaign continued, the more Israel softened its 
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in the Gaza Strip may serve as a counterbalance to the Palestinian division, 
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Bank, and may possibly constitute a basis for comprehensive institutional 

coordination between the rival movements. 
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spirit of Fatah policy, adheres to its commitment to a negotiated settlement. 

In order to increase the chances of this happening, Israel, in coordination with 

regional and international parties, must articulate a concrete political plan 

with relevance to both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The presentation 
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and at the same time reduce the attraction of the strategy of direct military 

confrontation with Israel as a means of breaking the deadlock in the sphere 

'*%1'.E!1&8



102  I  Anat Kurz

 !"#$%&%'("#)*#+),("-#.'#/!"#0%&"-/.'.%'#1,"'% 

Toward the end of the nine-month period designated by the US administration 
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clear that the parties were mired in yet another futile attempt to agree on 
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toward general elections in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. By appointing 
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way to cover for its failure to promote a political process toward Palestinian 

independence. This was meant to bolster its status at home, against the 

background of an intensifying economic crisis and concern within the 

Palestinian arena, Israel, and the international community regarding the 
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closer to the center of the Palestinian political arena, even at the price of 

the appearance of reconciliation with Fatah, in order to breach the walls of 

isolation imposed on the movement due to the inter-party rivalry and its 

refusal to meet the international demands that are a prerequisite for political 

dialogue.M%ID.<##<B%D(+,# %(##(%0,),(;%+#@7**%'*%&2#(#%!.&#+.,&!'., %1'.<!&!'.(%
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Gaza Strip.) One immediate motivation for the inter-party rapprochement 
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due to the deterioration in relations with Cairo following the removal of 

&2#%T7( !)%S+'&2#+2''<%*+')%6'-#+%!.%U/$6&B%,.<%6,+&!17 ,+ $%&2#%:+)%

Egyptian actions against the network of tunnels in the Rafah area. 

It was considered unlikely that the two rival movements would succeed in 

reaching an understanding regarding division of power and full cooperation 
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the mere announcement of closer relations between the two movements 
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Israel suspended the political process (as it did in response to the renewal 
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the conventions of different UN organizations).
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of events that culminated in rapid escalation and the outbreak of violence 
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imposed by Israel on the transfer of funds to the Gaza Strip following the 

announcement of the joint cabinet and the disagreement between Fatah and 
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two movements returned to the agenda as part of the talks regarding a 

security arrangement for the Gaza Strip in the aftermath of the war and 

the reconstruction required in the wake of the massive damage to the Strip 

during the confrontation. 

The reconstruction process is intended to be undertaken with the cooperation 
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the implementation of the new arrangements in the Strip as a step toward 

reestablishing its presence in the region, cognizant that all measures to 
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status in the Gaza Strip.2 Still, the viability of this effort was threatened 
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the Palestinian popular support enjoyed by the movement. 
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be followed by anarchy that would both saddle Israel with an economic-

humanitarian, security, and political burden and would allow radical Islamic 

forces in the region to gain strength. This, in turn, would reduce the effect 

of deterrence that Israel achieved as a result of the campaign, as well as 
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Sinai Peninsula and along the border of the Gaza Strip. 
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compensate the movement for the lack of support, and in some cases, the 
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Gaza Strip by Qatar and Turkey and by the European Union will help 
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that lend their support to the reconstruction project will not be able to avoid 
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expected to use the civilian reconstruction effort to reestablish its civilian 

control of the region and rebuild its military infrastructure there. 
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to withstand the military might of the IDF for a period of many weeks will 
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support for the transfer of responsibility for the security forces in the Gaza 
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sustained for its provocation of Israel in the name of organizational survival 

and maintained control of the Gaza Strip, which resulted in an aggressive 

Israeli response that turned the Strip into a disaster area. 
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security, administration, and reconstruction but rather the scope and quality 
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the routine activity of the cabinet that has already been agreed to by the 

two rival parties.

0)&./.(%&#2%3.4(%/.)'-
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of the security-political dilemma currently facing Israel, which is rooted in 

the rivalry between the two camps in the Palestinian arena and the balance 

'*%6'-#+%@#&-##.%&2#)8%A'+%$#,+(B%!.%,<<!&!'.%&'%&2#%<!*:17 &$%'*%@+!</!./%

the gaps between their fundamental positions, relations between Israel and 

the Palestinians have been tainted by the division in the Palestinian arena 
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recent military confrontation, which erupted shortly after yet another round 
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the doubts already existing in Israel regarding the practicality of negotiations 

with the Palestinians and the feasibility of implementing an agreement, 

as well as the concern over the inevitable accompanying security risks. 

Bitterness against Israel and perception of the recent confrontation as an 
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to renewed political dialogue. 
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disaster upon the Gaza Strip and seizing the humanitarian aid that arrived in 
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add substance to the joint cabinet if the political deadlock continues, with 
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measures and refraining from taking up arms against Israel while the residents 

of Gaza were collapsing under the pressure of the Israeli attack. For its part, 
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most effective use possible of its increased popular support at home and the 

renewed recognition of its hold on the Gaza Strip.6

The political process will not be on the agenda of the coordination effort 

between the two movements, at least not at the beginning. Chances that 

coordination will be translated into a willingness to adopt positions that 

-!  %),"#%!&%<!*:17 &%*'+%&2#%D(+,# !%/'=#+.)#.&%&'%,='!<%,%+#&7+.%&'%&2#%
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1'.<!&!'.(%,.<%+#(&+!1&!'.(%&'%0,),(B%,.<%!&(%-#,".#((%-!  %'.1#%,/,!.%@#%

<#)'.(&+,&#<%!*%&2#%)! !&,+$%-!./%'*%0,),(%'+%'&2#+%,+)#<%*,1&!'.(%'6#+,&!./%

!.%&2#%3,4,%5&+!6%!.(!(&%'.%!.(&!/,&!./%+#.#-#<%+'7.<(%'*%:/2&!./8%5&!  B%

1 '(#+%+# ,&!'.(%@#&-##.%A,&,2%,.<%0,),(%2,=#%&2#%6'&#.&!, %&'%@+!./%,@'7&%

,%6'(!&!=#%12,./#%!.%,&)'(62#+#%!.%&2#%(62#+#%'*%&2#%1'.E!1&8%D*%17 &!=,&#<B%

such relations could also pave the way to effective renewal of the Israeli-

Palestinian political dialogue.

Israel should undertake an in-depth reassessment of the potential advantages 
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base of legitimacy and overall responsibility for the happenings in the Gaza 

Strip and the West Bank, is a distinct Israeli interest, especially if driven 

by a political platform that espouses Fatah’s commitment to negotiations 

and a negotiated settlement. Israel, therefore, should support institutional 

coordination in the Palestinian arena and at the same time assure Fatah of 

a political breakthrough and the imperative of security calm, which will 

help improve the movement’s standing and justify its opposition to violent 

struggle.

To this end, the Israeli government requires a concrete political initiative. It 

must therefore dedicate thought and resources to formulating an initiative, in 

preparation for the return of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations to the international 

agenda as part of a plan of action to be drawn up by actors in the Middle East 

,.<%@#$'.<B%-!&2%&2#%,!)%'*%1, )!./%&2#%&#.(!'.(%(7++'7.<!./%&2#%1'.E!1&8%

92!(%6'((!@! !&$%:&(%!.%-#  %-!&2%T,2)'7<%?@@,(;%<#1 ,+#<%!.&#.&!'.%&'%

6+#(#.&%,.%!.!&!,&!=#%7.<#+%&2#%,7(6!1#(%'*%&2#%>GHB%!.%,.%#**'+&%&'%&+,.( ,&#%

&2#%1+!&!1!()%'*%D(+,# %*'+%&2#%(1, #%'*%!&(%1,)6,!/.%,/,!.(&%0,),(%,.<%

the scope of destruction and killing in the Gaza Strip into pressure on 

the Israeli leadership to return to the negotiating table from a position of 

relative weakness.[ To this end, Jerusalem will need to take advantage of the 

convergence of interests between Israel and pragmatic states in the Middle 
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U,(&B% #<%@$%U/$6&%,.<%5,7<!%?+,@!,B%-2!12%*'+%&2#!+%'-.%+#,('.(%(##"%&'%

+#<71#%0,),(;%!.E7#.1#%,.<%(&,@! !4#%&2#%D(+,# !C>, #(&!.!,.%,+#.,8%D&%-!  %

also need to effectively utilize its convergence of interests with international 

,1&'+(B%6,+&!17 ,+ $%&2#%\.!&#<%5&,&#(%,.<%U7+'6#,.%(&,&#(8%?%@!.<!./%D(+,# !%

initiative will better enable Israel to mobilize understanding and support 

*'+%!&(%<#),.<(B%6,+&!17 ,+ $%!.%&2#%+#, )%'*%(#17+!&$8%?.%D(+,# !%!.!&!,&!=#%

formulated with the cooperation of leading international parties could also 

6'((!@ $%*'+1#%&2#%>GH]>?%&'%('*&#.%!&(%6'(!&!'.(%'.%!((7#(%+#/,+<!./%,%:., %

settlement. 

?&%&2#%(,)#%&!)#B%D(+,# %-!  %, ('%.##<%&'%&,"#%6,+&%!.%!.&#+.,&!'., %#**'+&(%

to rebuild the Gaza Strip. Especially if combined with a comprehensive 

political initiative, a reconstruction and development drive will not only 

reduce the motivation within the Palestinian public to join the ranks of 
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arena as a whole. 
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was charged with guaranteeing security calm in the Gaza region, although on the 
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O% `,+##)%A,2!)B%b>, #(&!.!,.(%A!.<%52'-%'*%5766'+&%G,1"!./%A+')%?+,@%G#,<#+(%?)!<%

Offensive,” New York TimesB%J7 $%MhB%KLMOB%2&&6Y]]---8.$&!)#(81')]KLMO]L[]KL]

-'+ <])!<< ##,(&]6, #(&!.!,.(C:.<C(2'-C'*C(766'+&C ,1"!./C*+')C,+,@Cnations-

amid-offensive.html?_r=0Z%̀ 2, #<%?@7%9',)#2B%b>, #(&!.!,.(Y%92#%?+,@(%S#&+,$#<%



108  I  Anat Kurz

\(%i%?/,!.Bd%J7 $%KMB%KLMOB%http://www./,&#(&'.#!.(&!&7&#8'+/]OOgN]6, #&!.!,.(C

arabs-betrayed-us. 

5 “Special Gaza War Poll,” Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research (PSR), 

5#6&#)@#+%KB%KLMOB%http://www.pcpsr.org/en/special-gaza-poll. 

g% U !#%0,..,B%bT#(2,, Y%A7  %>,+&.#+(2!6%!.%&2#%>, #(&!.!,.%?7&2'+!&$%,.<%,%>, #(&!.!,.%

5&,&#%-!&2!.%>+#CMhg[%S'+<#+(Bd%al-AkhbarB%5#6&#)@#+%gB%KLMOB%http://english.al-

akhbar.com/node]KMOMO.

[% J'<!%_7<'+#.B%b?@@,(%!(%5##.%,(%_#,<$%&'%5##"%>,1&%'.%0!(%H-.Bd%New York 

TimesB%?7/7(&%KjB%KLMOB%2&&6Y]]---8.$&!)#(81')]KLMO]Le]Kg]-'+ <])!<< ##,(&]

abbas-seen-as-ready-to-seek-mideast-pact-on-his-own.html?_r=0; Kifah Ziboun, 

b?@@,(%W#=!(#(%> ,.%*'+%D.<#6#.<#.&%>, #(&!.!,.%5&,&#Y%H*:1!, Bd%a-Sharq al-Awsat, 

?7/7(&%NLB%KLMOB%2&&6Y]]---8,,-(,&8.#&]KLMO]Le],+&!1 #jjNNgLKh. 


